Hedera colchica K. KOCH. (Araliaceae), a plant mainly growing in West Georgia, was used in traditional medicine as a bronchospasmolytic, secretolytic and antiinflammatory remedy. 1, 2) The occurrence of triterpenoid saponins in the leaves of this plant has been previously reported. 3a,b,4) In this paper, we describe the isolation and structure elucidation of fifteen saponins from the berries of Hedera colchica (Fig. 1) . Saponins 3 and 15, respectively named colchisides A and B were new compounds, while saponins 1, 8, 9 and 11 were isolated for the first time from the berries of this plant. The n-butanolic extract of the berries containing crude saponins was subjected to repeated chromatography affording saponins 1-15 (see experimental part).
chain. Saponin 15 was consequently a bidesmoside. On alkaline hydrolysis 15 gave a prosapogenin. Acid hydrolysis of this prosapogenin yielded glucuronic acid and rhamnose as the sugars. Further analysis of the 13 C-NMR data showed that the sugar chain linked at C-28 was identical for saponins 11 and 15. Moreover, the downfield shift (83.6 ppm) of C-3 in the glucuronic acid moiety was indicative of a substitution at C-3 by a rhamnose unit. Indeed, these 13 C-NMR results were in perfect agreement with the literature data for the sugar chain linked at C-28 13) and for the sugar arrangement at C-3 14) in which C-3 of glucuronic acid was found at d 83.
Moreover, the values for the carboxylic group of the glucuronic part were found for compounds 11 and 15 at d 176. In previously reported data, 14) the carboxylic signals res- 
Experimental
FAB-MS were obtained from a Nermag R-10-10H mass spectrometer in the negative ion mode. 1 H-and 13 C-NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker AMX-400 spectrometer and chemical shifts are given on a d (ppm) scale with tetramethylsilane (TMS) as the internal standard. Melting points were determined on an Electrothermal IA 9300 apparatus. Optical rotations For sugars see Table 1 .
